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"Lead, Kindly Light" is a hymn written by John Henry Newman in 1833, expressing a deep
yearning for divine guidance amid uncertainty and darkness.

Background

"Lead, Kindly Light" was originally a poem fitled "The PHlar of the Cloud," writtan by Newman during a time
of personal turmoil while he was in Htaly, He penned the lines while feellng isolated and longing for direction,
which reflects the hyrmn's themaes of guidance and faith. The poem was first published in the Britlsh
Magazine in 1834 and Tater included in Newman's collection Lyra Apostolica In 1836." ¢ Wikipedia +1

‘Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom

Lead, kindly nght amid th' enmrclmg gloom,
lead thou-me enl

The night is dark, and | am far from home;

lead thou me onl

Keep.thou my feet; | do not ask to see

the dtstant scene; one step enough for me.

| was not ever thus nor prayed that thou
- shouldst-lead-me of:-

I loved to choose and see my path; but now
lead thidu'me on!

Heved the-garish day;- and splte of fears,
pride ruled my will: remember not past years!

So long-thy power hath blessed me, sure it still
will lead me on.

O'erimoor-and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till
the night-is gone,

And with the morn those angel faces smile,
which |-have loved long since, and lost awhile!
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Abstinence pledge card, 1842

A Spotlight on a Primary Source by Mathew Theobald

Mathew Thecbald,
a Catholic priest in
~ Dublin, Ireland,

- founded the Cork
Total Abstinence
Society on April
10, 1838. About
sixty followers
joined Theobald in
swearing off
alcohol completely
and signed his

abstinence pledge

- book. Meefings of
the Society were held each Friday and Saturday night and after Sunday Mass.
The Society’s ranks quickly grew, and within three months, Theobald had
enrolled 25,000 new members in Cork alone; in five months, the number
had increased to 130,000, Theobald traveled across Ireland, convincing
thousinds more to pledge teetotalism. In August 1842, he began craveling
internationally, first to Scotland, then England, and on to the United States
in 1849.

In 1842, Father Mathew enrolled Catherine Cauty into the Cork Tortal
Abstinence Society. This pledge card, signed by Theobald as president of the
society, presents the pledge: "I promise to abstain from all intoxicating drinks,
except used medicinally and by order of a medical man, and to
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people, including 500,000 in America, to pledge total abstinence from
alcohol by 1851.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
A printer-friendly version is available here,
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